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OWL Launches Five New Liver Disease Research Projects 

 

Developed alongside prominent learning centres and international pharmaceutical companies 

and launched at the recent edition of the Digital International Liver Congress 

 

 

After the launch of its new OWLiverF2+ non-invasive diagnostic test, OWL continues to hunt for 

solutions to treat liver pathologies with five new research lines under way, testifying to the 

Basque-based biotechnology company's key role in understanding liver disease and developing 

effective therapies for patients with non-alcoholic steatohepatitis (NASH).  

 

The studies were presented at the recent edition of The Digital International Liver Congress, the 

international showcase for the latest breakthroughs in the field, held over 27-29 August.  

 

Two of the studies focus on the metabolomic changes provoked by two drugs - NorthSea's 

Icosabutate and Galmed's Aramchol - in experimental phases for the treatment of NASH.   

A third looks at a group of metabolites that could help detect patients with steatosis and 

recurrent NASH after liver transplants. The investigation, in which OWL aims to identify 

metabolomic biomarkers to detect fatty liver disease in post-liver transplant patients, is headed 

by Northwestern University, a private research university based in Illinois, USA. 

 

From Fatty Liver to Cancer 

The University of Copenhagen Biotech Research & Innovation Centre, has also shown great 

interest in the search for blood metabolites to identify different stages of liver disease, from 

fatty liver to cancer. 

The last of the studies presented at the Digital International Congress involves the IBSAL Institute 

for Biomedical Research of Salamanca, the Biodonostia HRI, CIC bioGUNE, the University of 

Navarre Centre for Applied Medical Research and the Lisbon University Research Institute for 

Medicines, among others, and uses metabolomic platforms developed by OWL to identify 

biomarkers for early differential diagnosis of pancreatic adenocarcinoma.  

 

These research lines are expected to greatly benefit society and the scientific community. 

According to Pablo Ortiz, CSO at OWL, “The results may help us to understand how drugs being 

developed to treat NASH work, and to add to our knowledge of the markers of liver diseases, be 

they purely metabolic, like fatty liver, or tumoral.”  


